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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 13 and 15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5 and 25 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 5 at 
the end of line 2 (",") needs to be corrected. Claims 25 of the beginning of 2""^ line 
"usable" need to be "readable medium". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 13-16, 21 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Suzuki et al. USP (6,141,043). 
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With respect to claim 1, Suzuki An image scanning system (fig 1-3) capable of 
scanning an image in a plurality of scan modes, (one mode is through memory card 220 
of fig 1 , and the other mode is through finders system 1 50 of fig 2) comprising: a 
memory (RAM 326 of fig 20) adapted to store a correction data (a predetermined 
correction coefficient are stored in memory 326 of fig 2) stores correction coefficient 
(col. 13, lines 38-40) for each of the plurality of scan modes (one mode is through 
memory card, and the other mode is through finders); and a controller (CCD driver 331 
of fig 2) adapted to update correction data stored in said memory (RAM 326 of fig 20) 
when a scan count has reached a predetermined value, (col. 13, lines 26-40). 

With respect to claim 2, Suzuki teaches the system (fig 1-3 and 20), wherein the 
correction data is shading data, (col. 13, line 25-34). 

With respect to claim 3, Suzuki teaches the system (fig 1-3 and 20), wherein the 
correction data includes calibration data and shading data, (col. 13, line 25-34). 

With respect to claim 13, Suzuki teaches an image scanning method in an 
image scanning system (fig 1-3, and 20) which can scan an image in a plurality of scan 
modes, (one mode is through memory card 220 of fig 1 , and the other mode is through 
finders system 150 of fig 2), and has a memory for storing a correction data file having 
correction data for each of the plurality of scan modes, (a predetermined correction 
coefficient are stored in memory 326 of fig 2), comprising: adapfing correction data 
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stored in said memory (RAM 326 of fig 20) when a scan count has reached a 
predetermined value, (col. 13, lines 26-40), scanning an image in a plurality of scan 
modes, (one mode is through memory card 220 of fig 1, and the other mode is through 
finders system 150 of fig 2); and correcting the scanned image using the correction 
data, stored in the memory (RAM 326 of fig 20) corresponding to the scan mode used in 
scanning the image, (col. 13, lines 26-40). 

With respect to claim 14, Suzuki teaches the method (fig 1-3 and 20), wherein the 
correction data is shading data, (col. 13, line 25-34). 

With respect to claim 15, Suzuki teaches the system (fig 1-3 and 20), wherein the 
correction data includes calibration data and shading data, (col. 13, line 25-34). 

With respect to claim 16, Suzuki teaches the method further comprising (fig 1-3), a 
step of storing the generated correction data in the memory, (RAM 326 of fig 20, col. 13, 
line 25-34). 

With respect to claim 21, Suzuki teaches the method wherein the plurality of scan 
modes (one mode is through memory card 220 of fig 1 , and the other mode is through 
finders system 150 of fig 2) include a mode for scanning a transparent document, 
(object scanned by CCD sensor 320 of fig 3) and when an image is scanned in the 
mode for scahning the transparent document, said method comprises the steps of: 
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generating the correction data for each scan (one mode is through mennory card 220 of 
fig 1 , and the other mode is through finders system 150 of fig 2); storing the generated 
correction data in the memory (326 of fig 20); and executing the image scan using the 
generated correction data (col. 13, lines 38-40). 

With respect to claim 25, Suzuki teaches a computer program product (scanning 
system of fig 1 ), comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable 
program code means embodied in said medium for an image scanning method in an 
image scanning system (fig 1-3 and 20) which can scan an image in a plurality of scan 
modes, (one mode is through memory card 220 of fig 1 , and the other mode is through 
finders system 150 of fig 2), and has a memory (RAM 326 of fig 2) for storing a 
correction data file having correction data for each of the plurality of scan modes, (one 
mode is through memory card 220 of fig 1 , and the other mode is through finders 
system 150 of fig 2), said product including: first computer readable program code 
means (fig 1-3) for checking upon scanning an image if correction data corresponding to 
a scan mode of the image scan operation is stored in the memory (RAM of fig 2); 
second computer readable program code means for, when the correction data 
corresponding to the scan mode is not stored, generating correction data corresponding 
to the scan mode; (one mode is through memory card 220 of fig 1 , and the other mode 
is through finders system 150 of fig 2), and third computer readable program code 
means for executing an image scan using the generated correction data, (col. 13, lines 
38-40). 
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Claims Objected to having Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 4, 5, 7. 8, 9, 11,12. 17, 19. 20, 23, 24. 26 and 27 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

With respect to claims 5, 7, 8 the prior art dose not teach or disclose the system 
wherein said memory further stores information indicating the scan-count. 

With respect to claim 9 the prior art dose not teach or disclose the system, 
wherein the plurality of scan modes include a mode for scanning a transparent 
document, and said controller controls to generate correction data for each scan, to 
execute an image scan using the generated correction data, and to store the generated 
correction data in said memory when an image is scanned in the mode for scanning the 
transparent document. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , the prior art dose not teaches or disclose the system 
the, further comprising a selector for selecting a desired one of the plurality of scan 
modes. 

With respect to claim 12, the prior art dose not teach or disclose the system, 
wherein said image scanning system is constructed by connecting to one of a plurality 
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of different image sensing apparatuses, said nnemory stores the correction data file for 
each of the plurality of different image sensing apparatuses, and said controller 
independently controls for each of the plurality of different image sensing apparatuses. 

With respect to claim 17, 19 and 20, the prior art dose not teach or disclose the 
method, wherein said memory further stores information indicating the scan-count. 

With respect to claim 23, the method prior art dose not teach or disclose, further 
comprising a selection step of selecting a desired one of the plurality of scan modes. 

With respect to claim 24 the prior art dose not teach or disclose the method, 
wherein the image scanning system is constructed by connecting to one of a plurality of 
different image sensing apparatuses, the memory stores the correction data file for each 
of the plurality of different image sensing apparatuses, and said steps are independently 
executed for each of the plurality of different image sensing apparatuses. 

With respect to claim 26 and 4 the prior art dose not teach or disclose the system, 
wherein said controller checks upon scanning an image if correction data corresponding 
to a scan mode of that image scan operation is stored in said memory, and if the 
correction data is not stored, controls to generate correction data corresponding to the 
scan mode, and to execute an image scan using the generated correction data. 
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With respect to claim 27 and 1 6 the prior art dose not teach or disclose the 
method, further comprising checking upon scanning an innage if correction data 
corresponding to a scan mode of that image scan operation is stored in said memory; if 
the correction data is not stored, controlling to generate correction data corresponding 
to the scan mode; and executing an image scan using the generated correction. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





